[image: image1.jpg]TSN

TEACHER
SCIENTIST
NETWORK




Teachers and Scientists ahead of the game in Hethersett

Two scientists from the John Innes Centre, members of the Teacher Scientist Network1 (TSN) have both spent the last 2 days working with staff and pupils at Hethersett Middle School during their science week. The school has got in early with its own celebration of science in advance of the official launch of National Science & Engineering Week2 on Friday 9th March.

“It is almost unique that we have two scientists working in the same school (but with teachers of different year groups) and you couldn’t get further from the negative stereotypical image of a scientist being a balding old man with glasses as both Hethersett’s scientists (Fiona & Laetitia) are young and female and there is not an explosion in site” commented Dr. Phil Smith, coordinator of TSN.

TSN is an independent science education charity, hosted by the John Innes Centre, that has been making 1:1 partnerships between teachers and scientists across Norfolk and North Suffolk since 1994. There are currently 60 partnerships working together in the region’s primary and secondary schools’

Hethersett Middle School works closely in partnership with the local High School and herein lies the reasoning for their ‘early’ Science Week. “Some of our pupils will be involved in presentations at the high school next week and need time to prepare their work” explained Andy Whittle, head teacher at Hethersett Middle School. He added “Science week certainly shouldn’t limit our science opportunity and so we are delighted to be one step ahead of the rest of the country. The chance to work with Fiona and Laetitia provides added stimulus to the week. Both have worked in the school before and so the pupils get to know them as real people. We are planning further work with Laetitia, a native French speaker, on Modern Languages, showing that scientists do other things, possess other skills and get the opportunity to work in other countries’

Staff & pupils have also benefited from using TSN’s Kit Club – free to loan resources for schools – to provide additional resources for the week (picture shows a pupil using the Microorganisms kit, helping you see things that don’t appear to exist!) “The Kit Club has grown enormously over the last few years and National Science Week is always a time in the year when our kits are in most demand” explained Phil. “This year almost 75% of our kits are in schools which is a good indicator of how many schools recognise National Science Week and use the opportunity to raise the profile of science. Many partnered scientists will work in schools this week’ 
Notes for editors

1. Further details about The Teacher Scientist Network at http://www.tsn.org.uk Any teacher/scientist wishing to join the scheme should contact Phil Smith directly, phil.smith@bbsrc.ac.uk (01603 450304). 
TSN supports the campaign for “Norwich: city for science”.


2. National Science and Engineering Week runs from 9-18 March 2007 and is coordinated by the BA (British Association for the Advancement of Science) in partnership with the Engineering and Technology Board, and funded by the Department of Trade & Industry.
3. An online programme of National events can be found at www.the-ba.net/nsewprogramme
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